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The Return of the Utopians.
Question one.	
The article by Akash Kapur ‘The Return of The Utopians’ is an article that stipulates what the modern movements for social and economic reforms should learn from the intentional communities that existed in the nineteenth century. At the beginning of the article he writes about a man who was tortured and persecuted for his religious beliefs (Sir Thomas), the man wrote a book in Latin where he envisaged a paradise where people would be free of choosing a religion without having to fear persecution. In the same book, he wrote about the new island of Utopia. Utopia is an imagined society that is perfect, and its citizens have no problems, and at a particular point, it is so perfect to be true. He continues and says that the twentieth century may have been the hardest for the Utopians as it was an era where millions of people were killed, to a point where John Gray said it was the death of Utopia. 
 According to Akash, the tide has changed in the past few years changing the meaning of Utopia to a cry for the progressive forces. Erik Reece, an author, has been visiting and mining the remains of the Utopians settlements to reflect on the present. Reece claims that things will soon get worse if we as the people do not engage in some utopian thinking. For him, the Utopian project is a political project that is trying to learn from the past so that it can frame an alternative to the economic, environmental, and political despair that is being faced currently. 
 	Something else that comes up in the article is that Marx and Engels were dismissing the 19th century utopian socialism which they contrasted with the scientific socialism, but to the contrary, the principles that were being championed by these communities were rejecting capitalism and individualism. Due to these, the modern Utopians recognize Marxism as opposing capitalism and individualism without accepting the cultural, social, and political traditions set over a century ago by communist movements.
	Question two.
Fredric Jameson is a Marxist political theorist, who is mentioned in the article because of some issues he noted in his manifesto on the American Utopia. Where he claimed that the modern-day Utopians recognize Marxism as opposing capitalism and individualism without accepting the cultural, social, and the political traditions set over a century ago by communist movements. 
Question three.
Wislawa Szymborska was a Polish poet who lived through the ravages of two dystopian utopias. She is mentioned in the article for her poem ‘Utopia.' Where she talks of an island that has understanding, unshakable confidence and a spring called now I get it, and despite all these charms, the island is uninhabitable.
Question four.
The article by Akash Kapur ties to the material assigned to read for this week in that both of them agree on the existence of Utopia in improving equality of people whether gender equality or equality in the possession of property. Both article and the book reading for this week also have an aspect of hypocrisy on the side of the people championing for utopian societies. Most of these people do not practice what they say to the masses in the communities.  
Question five.
	Three things that capture what I considered significant in this essay were; 1) Erik Reece visiting and mining the remains of the Utopians settlements to reflect on the present. The reason I choose this is that, for anyone to move forward and continue successfully, one has to know where they are coming from and where they are going; the reason this caught my attention. 2) Fredrick claiming that modern-day Utopians recognize Marxism as opposing capitalism and individualism without accepting the cultural, social, and the political traditions set over a century ago by communist movements. 3) Erik Reece believing that Utopian project is a political project that is trying to learn from the past so that it can frame an alternative to the economic, environmental, and political despair that is being faced currently.
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